
LET US NEXT CONSIDER THE DEADLY CURIOMANIA
Its VicthnsMakeBattleships from Tacks,

Chicken-Coops from Shells, Sky-
Scrapers from Buttons, Some-

times, as a Reward, One of
Them Receives a Year's

Subscription to a

Magazine
By !-. G SCHANG and II. W. HANEMANN

lllustratioMS hy Will Crawfori

With Glue and Spoo/s This Man Erected in Six
Years an Exact Model of Westminster Ahhey.

His H Hfe Eloped with a Neighbor. His
Child Is in the Trenches.

NTUMEROUS works are available on the

!r\'-al and pathological aspects of in-

sanity in it? many pha^es, hut we have

v(' ta came upon a trcatise dcaling with that

curious and limited group of demented whoaa
abei ration consists in diacovering or construct-

»_a oaeleaa artfek which for want of a

better name ia termed a "curio."

We refer to those persons who have cheor-

fully dovoted their years to collecting match-
boxes, hair-pins, tacks, Bl.11a, spools, h.

and other miscellancous articles from which to

construct mi'.iature chicken-eoops, candle-

arbres, hattleships. sky-scrapers, ctc; or, lack-

ing the fiendish ingenuity of their fellow.s the

poor wretche? who spend days searching an old

trec-sturrrp which from ccrtain angles bcars a

unique resemhlance to the profile of Goorga
Washington; or the pitiful subject who has

dedicated his life to carving a doll out of a

cork which has been pushtd thoughtlessly into

a bottlc.

One of the laddast concomitants to this

mania secrr.s to ba what amounts to a craving
for publicity. Indeed, several of our maga-

zinc-*-, recogm/.ing this weakness in the unfort-

unates, haw devotcd df-partments to their cx-

ploitation. Ihrc, under the title of "Curios,"
or "Odditicvs," may be viewed thr- extent to

whiich tha Tictim araloot An indiatinct photo-
raveala on closc inspection the fact that

..... chain fashioned from baby'a
" In a s_>ti psiaarapli below a father

thal he "could not bear to loae his aon'a
teeth, Btitk ail their ter.dcr aaaociationa,

A.th aome mechanical skill.

ba araa a ] r by trade -he hit upon the
i ;. h chain." He fe.-i il ia only

to give thia kiaa tO other fond fathers

wi-,)."..; rncaat at a 8.ailax prc
A» 1 .'..'.¦ have strargcly
aroitj t raaeareh offered by

arith the 'i

hopa ol ad thiag to thia fond of igrao-
n.r.re, tbe .'.e (irawn from a lifetime

of experience such cases as scem to them lo

.- liKht where now ia on!y dai.MaW.
In perusing thev e_M tha raadar has COtV

ia mind that the purpose of this

artielc al taa pa_oal eav

and ao Baddenly bring aboat the ovar-

th.-'.v/ <¦ f an apparaaUj aav.al ¦_ad. There aro

rases 10 Um "f thousands of BBOa and

¦MMn, _edfca1iflj sound, with a good history,
who eat, aleep ar.d toil with the regularity of
heal'h, and yet -r« B_BBMBtl are dedi¬

cated with fanatical 7^al to the BMatacal P0f>
nH iv diac '" ton.

Btraj UM the most inaidious attributa- of tho

dneaac. It M upon its victim beforo the nymp-

twna are ev-n aajajpee.d. flereWM in »ho bigfe
f _faa, BT.I '" * -ry fnd thing ifi pr'.

/r,i. And what thon ia the

melai-holy progre*» oi avents? With acienca

lookinp on. yct poworlcss |0 aid.tho poor crcat-

ure il preaently overwhelmcd in the vortex of
disaater.
What Bort of mind i u '/' t man wl o tuddenlv

ceaaai normal activitioa te areet « modal of the
Woolworth Building out of augar lumpal Whal
ia hia papehological development, nnd whenea

tntal impuiaaat Thaaa are tho qoeationa
which are at the very basis of the matter, and
in their ennsideration lie the BOlutaOn and per-

hapa the romedy.
While the followinp cases a-e noted in the

interest of profaaaionala, it has not heen our

purpOM to perplex the lay roadcr. so that neod-

lessly tcchnical phrasos have heen omitted. The

material is puarantocd and is offered meroly
ftir what it is worth.

(^ ASK I. In 189'J there was discovetod in thfl
home of a certain Ifin N., up to that time

considercd norrrral, what appeare'l to he a dirty
pray slipper. It was placed upon the mantel-
piece, half-way between the hawthorn jar and
the little Dresden shepherdess. Believinp it to

be BOme playthinp of the dop, in some manner

misplaeed, Miss N.'i attention waa called tfl
the fact. "Rollo's favorite sneaker, indeed!"

she cried, apparently excited to a hiph doproe.
"Thal alipper w;ts made in Waahington from
cancelled thousand dollar bills! It's worth

..;,<i.ii(iO--thooretically!" Later in the erening,
when xhc slipper was ttCtt tly pivon to Koilo,
llil X. became preatly apitated, and mourned
the loss of the article as severely as thouph it

owned a value. She qnietcd down in thfl oour.-e

of an hour, and was believed to be on the road

to H'fovcry.

The foltowing week, however, fhc made a re-

qucst for all ciparette boxes her observers

mipht have. I'pon inquiry, she repliod inno-

tently enoagh: "Oh, when I pct cnouph I

shall strinp them topcther to make a portiere."
]r was then scen that her case was hopeless.
She diad by her own hand at the Bfrt of twenty-
three, havinp prcvionsly fashioned a casket

from the extra leaves of the dininp room table.

p-A8E li Mr. H. was a hardworkinp drap-
er's c!"rk, havinp a wife and one child,

both of whom he loved very much. It was only
bv contiraious and conscientious work that he

waa ahl« to kaap them drapad, he said. Oaa
riay he felt an abnormal desire for old spotjls.
Mfl struppled hard, but the cravinp was not to

be tii nied. Hfl a\oidod his family in his leisure
time in a mad qucst for old spools. I'or the

l>est part of six years he was occupied in

amas:-in>' B Iremendous store of them, oruh

year his wife and chiltl beconiinp more remote

») him. At the er.d of that time, so far pone

waa hia eoaditkm, that hc took the money which
:<hould have pone toward the rent and pur-
thaaed a poi oi plue. With the plue and the

Bpools he began painsUkingly to ereel aui exact

model of Weetminater Abbey. This task oo-

cupied six years more, during which he became

an entire stranger to his wife and child.

As the result of this toil he sent a phoi .-

graph of the finishod product to a magaiine,
and received a year's subscription as a reward.

Hii wife. diatracted by indifference, eloped
with a ncighbor. The chil.l is now BOTflcwhere
in the trenches!

Furthcr investisatinn reveala thal the tragic
reanlt of Mr. l\:* flrat dementia have had no

effect whatever on his dispoaition. Far from

being depressed. ho is now engaged in collcct-

ing sardine tins, from which he promi.es to

faahion a fo* IMfttfa of the Tit.Tnic, thr great
leviathan of tho sea which met so untimcly an

end several years ago. Mr. 15. appears to be

sound, and his appi-tite is good. He wears a

watch charm carved from a paacfa p:t, which

he made as a boy. This ihowB that the afflic-

tion may be hercditary. He was reecntly dis-

chargod from the drapor's ostahlishment for

aai.Og a custonier to >n\e sardine tins for him,

and is nnw dependent on the kindness of neigh-
bors.

(^ \si; III. T. B. B. ara a bright, bealthy,
**_ ,

normal irirl of eightaan, with no m low

of any disturbance. Oa hor nineteenth
birthday some well neaning friend preaented
her with a camera. She began. as s!io naturally
would, snapping her Menda, her dog, her ror.m.

etc. rresently she was no bmger COfltaml tfl

snap at these coiiumonplaeea, and exporieno-d n

craving for snapping at all manner of weir
and inexplicable objecta. The foiloaring is a

,-onversation between Miaa B. and th" pho'.Og-
rapher to whorai she intmated a roU of aia ea>

po.-ures, aa reported by a third party eonccaled
behind the'property automobila in tho Bl.op.

Photographer: "I'm very Borry, miaa; but

of a be'it'ry. looking up, taken while I was

hanging by my lega froin the baluatrade. Isn't

il unique?"
P.: -Oh!"
Miaa B.1 "This one I took from the train

window, with the train traveilinp at full speed.
It is the picture of tbo interior of a tunnel.
Don't you think I've caught the spirit of the
tunnel sucivssl'uHy?''

P.: ..Oh!"
i:.. "Tiie real ;<r>' double expoaurea, In

thia one Aunt Marie aeema to be emerpinp from

the mooth of our pe1 cat She really isn't, of

courae. Again I took Auntie snorinp on the

porch, with .J<'d. the farmhand, pitchinp hav.
See, 'he pitchfork is ripht in Auntic's nose!
1. nl it. drolir

This affair waa duly goaaiped around among
the photographera in town. and they decided
to boycotl Mis> B. in the interecti of their
business. Never havinp iearned to do the
work hereelf, the poor pirl died of prief in the

ipaee of two yeara. She was found in her room

Burrounded by a vaat quantity of exposed
which no one has aa yet harl the te.

mertty to develop.

OASE IV. Sara M , anelderly lady verpmp
4

on ninety, came to our attention in 1908.
Without the jiiti of ipectaclea or gUaaei of aay
deacription, ahe arranged aeaaheUa into a floral

using the irari-colored skeletona of thou¬
sand f tiny molluaka to do bo. The creation
conaiated of a large baaket of fiowera, hanked
with her initials ranipant. and supportetl Ofl a

piece of very bad poetry, which offercd another
evidence of the woman'a state of mind.

Her family, principally tO humor her, in-
cloaed thi.*. bit of art work in a ghua caae,
which was put. <>n the parlor table of their
home. In compliance with another whimay of
the old lady, they did the -ame to her, COB-

sipninp her. however. to ¦ more anpropriate
place.

OASE V. The followinp caae haa received
wide pnblicity. and ia, n<> doubt, as familiar

to our readera as to ouraelvea. There is an en-

'In the course of nine years' rambling I have been happy in finding 321,007,619
hairpins of assorted shapes and sizes."

theae don't scom to have come out very well."
Miss B.: "Why, they are perfertly splendid!

How can you say that? They've come out

beautifully."
P. {puxaJoi)'. "I don't understand-thcy

¦ean rather eonfnaad rathtr hodgfhpodga,
miaa. Whnt'a that, for instance?"

Ifj ; 11. Idatightad n> N-c rrrniirnrjriiirnt) :

"Certainly! This 13 a picture of the interior

pravcr, at present resitiinp at Cheapside, who
at an aariy ape showetl a remarkable pro-
clivity for enpravinp. At eight years his
parents reported that he enpraved his initials
on the grand piano ia ¦ houae at which thay
happenad to be riariting. Aftor that he rapidly
l'.<;ime worse, going into tits if his enpravinp
toolfl wail taken from him. Kfl BaatBI to have
calnied doWB BOmawhat upon adopting enprav¬
inp as hia tratle. Two years apo, however, he
aUrtkd the world by enpravinp the Lord's

Our Cow Daisy, When Hung Upside Down, &.
came a Lighthouse on a Stern and Rockbound

Coast. The Advantage of Having a Wife
with Not Too Artistic an Eye.

prayer on a pin head! He was apprehended,
but undiamayfld by the continement, is now en-

paped in writinp the history of the world on

tho fiat side of a toothpick.

(^ ASE VI. An advertisinp manaper of acer-

tain match munufacturinp concern con-

ceived a plan whereby his product could be
broupht before the public in an insidious man-

ner. He offered pri/.es for the most remark-
a'ole bitfl of eraftsmanship which could be con-

Btructad, usinp his match box as the buildinp
'init.

There is no instance in the history of the
di easc which so admirably shows the wide-

ipread area of ffliction. Thousands of the
deluded flocked to the call. and the manufact¬
urers were forced to enpape space in a warc-

houflfl to accommodate the models which ar-

rived by every parcel post and express de-
livery. It i* Buffident for our purpose to men-

tion only a few of the articles:
1. Upripht piano. Kull sizo. but with

no strinps, being therefore unplayable.
J. I.axey Wheel on Isle of Man. Cu-

rious, but indescribable device.
?,. Porth Bridgfl. Kvidently a bridpe

of some sort.
1. Bicyela. Model wholly unpractical.
5 Nelson's ship Victory, passinp lipht-

house. Inpenious construction. rippinps
made of match aticks,

S, I'crris Wheel. Incapable of revolu-
tion.

7. old Tower.

C^ ASK VII. On hi* thirty-ninth hirthday
Captain J , of the Sinpapore Drapoons,

diaCOVered an old post in the barracks yards,
the OUtUnea of which resembled the prolile of
Queen Victoria. He dug the pole up in the
dead of night, mcaninp to send it to "The
Strand afagaxine.N Fortunateiy he was ap-
prehemied in the act, and immetliately court
martialled. Later, travelling in Thibet, he
came upon a preat rock in the Himalayas re-

semblinp the Old Man of tru» Mountain. Subsc-
quently he discovered an old iron stove bearinp
a likeness to Kdpar Allan Poe, and a tree

stump which rccalls a Woman Combinp Hair.
He is now a ravinp lunatic.
It is unnaceaaary to continue further alonj?

this line tt) make a point which must now be
apparent to the reader. Let us rather con-

sider a few confessions from the subjects them¬
selves. The individuals whose lcuers follow
have written in total ipnorance of their dan-
pcrous condition.
"When I travel, as I occasionally do, to antl

from places, it is my wont to look for and pick
up stray hairpins which are often to be found
ora the public thorouphfares. In the course of
nine years' rambling I have been happy ia
lindinp OaWfitflfiiS hairpins of assortetl shapes
and si/es. In my spare time I have fashioned
from them a bird cape the exact duplictile of
the I.eaninp Tower of Pisa, thouph in wire, to
be sure. I have pilded it, and have kept as

many as ten birds in it at a time, which, un-

fortunately, have all died. Now I lind it makes
a very acceptable bassinet for our younpest
child. MRS. C. (I. V-.

"C,3 S. Islinpton Hall, N. W."
"This is a photo taken of BM a* B. Aa

you see, the horse only has three leps! At
the time of the picture we noticed the horse
had four, as, indeed, he continucd to have, in

all appearanoe:*, to the time of _B deatl.
"Whether in playfulness th" h< rse coneetM

his fourth limb behind some other part of kis

ar.atomy, his ear, for inatance, or W_d_'¦
really had three and the human <we, aeo

tomed as it is to seeing four, Bupplied the other.
1 cannot for the life of me decide. Too tr.*

is the saying 'The camera doea not He' &*

any of vour readers solve thia myatefyr
"MR. PHILLIP M..

"Topplington-on-Surrey, Lo.

"Idly sketching one day in UT back yard. I
did a picture of our eow Daiay. Id ciearit?
the mantelpiece of our little neat, vhereon
I placed the sketch, my wife, "ho I maK

COnfeaa is a better housewife than artist BM

does not possess too art.tic an eye, throup
inadvertence placed the picture upside do»~
What was our surprise in looking at the B»
ure thus placed to note that th. erstwbi>
peaceful bovine had been tranafora.i afJM
raging marine view! \lcr lega maA'° UuUUUt
liRhthouses, her body forrrrs the dark, treaeha"-
ous rocks, and the surrounding graaa.akm
all the world like the wild wa'er lashcd bj .

furious wind.
"I hope, dear sir, that you are Bfl p.¦

with my versatility as I am.

"KKXXKTH :.ry.K
"Bumpingham Spires, Spireton, Bumpinfr
Aa we have cndeavoivd to emp.a.*.

great danger of the Itoarge lh ¦' the cofr

plete ignorance of the victim. And there ».

serious extenuating eondition: any sugfTt*08
of his mental derangemert to the Bl.fortwj
wretch would most certainly aggravat* bii**'
fliction, and might even reaalt in 1.>dily b.rai

to tho physieian.
At this early stage in the biatory ef the**

ease no conclusions can be eonafcafffll ¦
matic. However, the student ma]-note *

eral general facts which lUCCeaifulay reft

contradiction.
^

-

Kirst, as an immediate pweautiOBi .*.
Ctarioa extant be destroy. d. aaaa to th°.<^'
of conliscation. The Departm " ' Wi';^
and Measures is authoriwd to throw <>ut*T
ounce pound weights and quar*. baaWIB
ing three pints. Let another oewet ani^
less efficient arm of the law raaaack housd.
worthless curios and pUe them in the

with the fraudulent weight-. Art bagl ¦
the publie health demands it.

Secondly, let us have an cxhaustive <**

paign for publie education. By P*"**^ *Z
phlets and press stories, let the V*hUc .£be educated to regard the makert of eip

band ashtrays as dangerous lunatics, an

it be considored a disgrace to OTaTB . .°:oT
vice constructed from watch works.

Thirdly, some scheme for plaring the «f
^

at large in contiiuement, <>r at laaal un' '

servation, must be devised at once.

not risk the happiness of our vive< »n

dren by contact with these creaturc*. ^^
Kinally, the exploiters of those poor vHn.'

should be dealt with in a most drastic
ner. They alone, by the sale of the uuma

articles and by holding up the perr*,tr*J
to praise and esteem, do more evd than

other agent. Thanks tO them. nearly kuW
eent of the nationa mantelp^ves l-e«r

cious hand-painted clam shells. the **P j
tory labels. "In Memory of Killkare, «

wuy exoneratc them. By deliberate en m

aga-ment they are aowing aaada * "

only bloom to the degradation of our eou


